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Island State of Australia, the aboriginal inhabitants, numbering
about 2,000 were driven into a narrow peninsula and set upon
by an armed force superior in numbers and shot. The remnant
were then placed on a small island, where they lingered, steadily
declining in numbers, and the last died in 1876. It is now known
that the belief that the Australian aborigines were destitute
"even of the rudest forms of civil polity" was erroneous. They
were organized under a very simple, but strict rule of law into
little tribes or groups scattered far and wide throughout the
Continent. The expropriation of their land was therefore
founded on a false assumption.

The remnant of the aborigines have been driven into reserves.
Professor Wood Jones, Anthropologist and Professor of Ana-
tomy at Melbourne University, says: "The aboriginal reser-
vations in Central Australia are a bitter joke and a good exercise
in political bluff." Mr. Stacey, M.P., said in the Australian
House of Representatives in March, 1943: "The Aborigines have
been given a raw deal. Land had been taken from them and used
for huge cattle stations. It was the Government's duty to see
that some of the land was restored to them so that they could live
under conditions that God had made them to live." And Dr.
Charles Duguid, another writer of authority on the Australian
aborigines, in a recent pamphlet, "The Future of the Aborigines
of Australia," describes various reserves which he mentions as
reserves of sand almost devoid of water or game, beyond an
odd rabbit, and concludes with the question, "What is the future
of the tribal natives still with us?" which he answers, "Their
future depends on land."

The greater part of the Continent of Australia is unproductive
desert. There are parts in which rain does not fall oftener than
once in two years. European settlement has covered the more
fertile lands of the east and southern coasts, and the aborigines
have retreated into the waterless central and north-western parts
of the Continent. The greatest number of aborigines are in
Western Australia. They were 26,605 in 1940? which is more than
half of the total surviving. The above will show that a race is